
          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

       

 

 

The following protocol for managing the COVID-19 virus in jails is borrowed from the Alabama 

Sheriffs Association in concert with their Association of County Commissions of Alabama Self-

Insurance Pools. Modifications have been made with reference to Idaho. 

 

 

The coronavirus, which causes the respiratory infection COVID 19, is confirmed in 

Idaho. It is only a matter of time before the disease becomes community wide. The 

virus is novel, so the human population has not developed immunities to it like the 

flu. It appears to be more contagious than the flu and 10 times more deadly, 

especially in older populations or to people with chronic conditions. This virus will 

affect every aspect of law enforcement, but it will especially impact the jails. 

Before the numbers of those infected become potentially overwhelming, it is 

prudent for Idaho Sheriffs to develop a protocol for the administration of the jails 

in this crisis. 
 

INTAKE  
A COVID-19 screening questionnaire is available and should be used in every 

booking. The purpose of it is to identify any arrestee that has been exposed to the 

virus. The arrestee’s temperature should be taken. If the arrestee has a low-grade 

fever, he/she should be isolated. Train your staff on the symptoms of COVID-19. I 

encourage you to review the CDC website regarding the virus. The Idaho Sheriffs 

Association also maintains a COVID-19 reference page on their website. The 

problem with this virus is that in many people, it will appear to be nothing more 

than a cold. It is therefore imperative that your staff is trained on the symptoms. 

Prepare a designated isolation area in your jails for the arrestee. If he/she is 

showing any symptom, have them wear a mask to reduce the spread of droplets. If 

the arrestee appears to be in acute distress, such as shortness of breath, you may 

refuse admittance and direct them to a hospital. 

 

SUPPLIES  
As you know, panic causes shortages. This is already evident in trying to find toilet 

paper and other products in your local grocery stores. Everyone should make 

Idaho Sheriffs' Association 
3100 S. Vista Ave. Suite 203 

Boise, ID 83705 

208-287-0001 

www.idahosheriffs.org 



2 

 

arrangements to reduce any disruption in your supplies. Food is the most 

important. Make sure that there are enough cleaning supplies, especially bleach or 

other reliable disinfectant, which will kill the virus. The virus is transmitted by 

droplets that get on surfaces, so they must be cleaned with more frequency. Ensure 

that you have sufficient supplies of wipe down materials such as towels or paper 

products.  

 

STAFFING  
Equally as important in screening inmates, your staff should be screened. If they 

have been exposed, please refer to the CDC guidelines, but they should not be 

allowed inside the jail. Require temperature checks for staff. You should also 

prepare for staff shortages. If you have not, you should begin cross-training 

deputies and reserve deputies to work in the jail. Coordinate with your medical 

provider to ensure that they have a plan to address infected inmates.  

 

CLEANING  
As noted, the virus spreads by droplets that adhere to a person’s face or onto 

surfaces. Be diligent in cleaning surfaces such as door knobs, elevators, and 

counters with a bleach solution. If possible, use an industrial mister to clean 

common areas. 

 

VISITATION  
All in-person visits should be suspended, which includes contact with attorneys. 

Video visits are appropriate if possible, but the area should be frequently cleaned. 

Group meetings, religious or educational should be suspended. 

 

HIGH RISK INMATES  
Inmates with compromised immune systems or with chronic conditions such as 

diabetes or COPD should be isolated. The virus is more serious to people with 

those conditions. They should not come into contact with recently admitted 

inmates, if possible. 

 

WORK RELEASE  
Some Idaho jails have work release inmates within the jails and others have 

separate centers outside the main jail. Work release inmates inside the jail offer a 

higher risk as they can contract the Corona virus when working and bring it back to 

the main population. The risk for inmates in a separate work release center to infect 

other work release inmates is also high. It is encouraged to strongly consider 

suspending your work release program to minimize the spread of the COVID-19 
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virus. We encourage you to consult with your local judge on the appropriateness of 

holding these inmates in your jail during this time period. 

 

 

REDUCE YOUR JAIL POPULATION  

It is recommended your jail work closely with IDOC’s probation and parole 

services to minimize using your jail to house technical violators. The COVID-19 

virus event is a national emergency and unusual steps must be taken to prevent the 

spread of this disease. 

 

Review your inmate population to determine what inmates can be released on their 

own recognizance (ROR). Contact your District Judge and develop an emergency 

inmate release plan as soon as possible. Communicate with your city police 

departments and encourage them to cite and release whenever possible.  

 

The following weeks and months will be critical in combating the COVID-19 

virus. Most experts believe that we will reach a peak of infected population this 

summer. Hopefully, the steps taken now will reduce the number of those exposed 

and infected. If there was ever a time to over prepare that time is now.  

 

The Idaho Sheriffs Association website has a page dedicated to the COVID-19 

virus. Please access this site and other national cites for the latest information 

regarding the virus.  


